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Being A Parent Is The Toughest  pyiding Prevention In Your Community
Job In The World Public Awarness Ideas for 2009

Kids don’t come with instructions, so it is often the day-to-day living that teaches parents about parenting.

Often this may seem like an uphill battle, but there are resources to help! Pinwheels for Prevention

The blue and silver pinwheel symbol is now being used nationwide to raise awareness about child
abuse and neglect prevention. It was chosen to represent imagery of hope and promise, depicting
that when individuals take part in this campaign they are making the statement they believe every
child deserves to be raised in a healthy, safe and nurturing environment. It is our hope this image can
positively help impact the way the public views both children, as well as the prevention of child abuse
and neglect.

Blue Ribbon for Kids Campaign
Work with law enforcement officers, schools, childcare centers, doctors, faith organizations and
businesses to distribute blue ribbons and informational brochures throughout the month of April.

Why Blue Ribbon? Log on now to read the Blue Ribbon Story.

Involve Local Media

Work with local newspapers and media outlets to publish parenting tips and prevention information
throughout the month. Distribute public service announcements to all media outlets in your areaq.
Invite members of the media to participate in your community awareness activities and proclamation
signing events. Sample media releases, a Proclamation template, public service announcements and
statistics are available for your review online at www.pcaky.org

Family Carnival

Games, activities, food and fun- who could resist? Contact local businesses
and ask them to sponsor an event with specified monetary donations in
return for signage, exhibit space and recognition in all advertising.

Distribute positive parenting information and brochures.

PCAK recognizes the best way to promote prevention is to provide parents
with the skills and resources they need to understand and meet their
children’s needs, for a listing of brochures available, check out PCAK’s
resource library listing.

Paint the Town Blue
Distribute blue ribbon, posters and information about child abuse
prevention to local businesses, schools, banks, doctor’s offices,
day cares, and other organizations in your community and
ask them to display the information during April to promote
child abuse prevention.

Other Ideas Include

Work with local schools to distribute information to all
students and parents.

» Partner with your local library and volunteer to read to
children.

* Volunteer at an agency providing family support services

* Ask pediatricians to set up brochure displays in their
offices.

* Invite local experts to give presentations and (‘
speeches on positive parenting to local parent

600z ludy

= groups.
Your activities are limited only by your imagination.
ere s e u ere Call 1-800-CHILDREN or visit www.pcaky.org for more
information!

Check out the resources available on our website at www.pcaky.org addressing these challenges and more!
Resources are available for you to download and reproduce for distribution.

_ .. O A I " r




You Can Play A Partf In Prevention:

S Things You Can Do Now:

)

|. Reach Oyt

Anything you can do o support kids and parents can help reduce the stress
b 2 that often leads to abuse and neglect.

2. Raise the Issue

By educating yourself and ofhers you can help your community prevent
child abuse and neglect from happening in the first place.

3. Remember the Risk Factors
Child abuse and neglect occur in all segments of our society, but the risk
factors are greater in families experiencing stressful life situations such as
financial strain, isolation, violence, substance abuse or any mental or physical

health issues.
U, Recognize the Warning Signs
The behavior of children may signal abuse or neglect long before any
changes in physical appearance.
5. Report Suspected Abuse and Neglect
If you suspect abuse or neglect may be occurring - REPORT IT by calling

your local Department for Community Based Services office or by calling
1-800-752-6200. When in doubt, call to find ouf!
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